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im connection with the split in the Partide Sccialista Demerratico (the 
vormunist party In Colembia) which occurred during the Figth Congress at 
suearamanga, as reported i the following background inform:tion 25X1A 
has recently been repertsd This report represents opinions 
wxprassed by Alvaro San Clemente sarly in July at a seeting of followers 

of Gilberto Vieira White. San Clemente is a former member of the Nationa! 
Comittee of the PSD who has not been active in the Party leadership since 
Secember 1946, but who expscted to resume an active rele as 4 result of the 
ongress at Bucaramanga, 


- 1. Sen Clements echargad that Augusto Duvan, the Secretary General of the FSD 
omtil the Congress at Bucaramanga, hed founded within the Party a personal 
political machine and surrounded himself with persons feithful to his own 
policies - policles which carried the Party to dleaster during the elections 
of 16 March 1947, when all elective representation of the. Party was jost, 
This machines had evebled Dwran to issue resolutions signed by the Netional 
Gonmitvee, tut whieh in reality head been subscribed to only by Duran bimsesf,. . 


2. San Clemente further charged that Duran had exeeted an agreenent from his 
feithful followers to keep a constant: vigil over Vieira, in order to dis- 
cover any personal or political relations of his which might discredit him 
at the Party Congress. Duran went to the extreme of revealing that Varuje 
Vieiva, aister of Gilberto, is 2 highly-placed and confidential employee 
of one of the American petroleum companies, 


3. The policy of Duran is completely misguided and contrary to the principles 
of Merx, Lenin, and Stelin, acco ding to San Clemente. Duren’a policy hag 
sonverted the Commmist Party of Coloxbia inte an appendage of the Liberal. 
“arty. His preise of Alfonse Lopez and his goveroment threw the preloterlan 
waeses into a etate of confusion and savsed the disaster of the 16 March 
‘alections, At the tima of the elections for a President in May 1946, Duran 
mac endorsed the candidacy cf Gabriel Turbay, a representative of "American 
Capitalism in Colombia," thereby caucing Party uembers to disobey the ordeis 
of the National Comittes and vote for Jorge Eliecear Gaitan. As a result 
of Duran's distortion of Marxist principles many Party members became 
sonverted fTollewers of the Gaitanistas. Later, Duran approved a policy of 
sollaboration with the present government under Ospina Peres and thereby 
{dentified the Party with the Conservatives and Catholic reactionaries. 
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In international politics, Duran has continued to defend the principles of 
Earl Browder, despite the latter's disgrace with the Communist Party in ths 
United States. San Clemente charged that Duran had received mora than 
+5,000 in travelers checks from Earl Browder on a visit to the United Stetes 
about six years ago, and of this sum turned over only 1,009 Coloxbian peses 
to the Party treasury, appropriating the remainder for his own personal uss. 


San Clemente identified as faithful followers of Duran the following: 
Exiliano Vargas, Manuel F. Ortis, Williem Bustillos, Romas Herazo “ios, 
Jesus Villegas, Jose A. Marques, and Jorge E, Bayona. Bayona, however, is 
not to be trusted because of his wavering allegiance. : 


This document contains information 
affecting the national defense of the 
United States within the meaning of 
the Espionage Act, 50, U.S.C. 31 and 
32 az amended. its transmission or 
the revelation of its contents in anv 
manner to an unauthorized person is 
prohibited by law, 
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